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STEVE OAWMWEL 


THAT WAS AN INCREDIBLY 


/ BUTIT'S 
f NEVER GOING oy “AR ROPRIATE 


\ TO HAPPEN 
AGAIN. 


<a you 
SEEMED TO BE 


YOUR PARTICIPATION 
. FOR A MOMENT 


WAS I AUTHENTICALLY 
TEMPTED To tHrow WN \\ 
CAUTION TO THE WIND \ WE BOTH KNOW 
AND LET You Take mE | /f THE PERSUASIVE POWERS 
HERE ON MY DESK, oR | /if YOU POSSESS. 
EVER YOU! STASHED 
PRACTICALLY 
THE COT BACK EXUDE A DRESS- 


2 } 
SERS HIKING, PANTY-DROPPING 
MUSK THAT WOULD 
MAKE US ALL RICH 
IF WE COULD 
BOTTLE IT. 


Y BUT WE BOTH KNOW 
YOU'RE HOLLOW, PRINCE 
CHARMING. 


WITH NOT A 
PARTICLE 


AND THAT'S THE PROBLEM. 
I NEED THAT REAL, FUNG/ELE 
LOVE ALONG WITH MY EMOTIONAL 
ADVENTURES. 


I HAPPEN TO 
STILL LOVE MY 


DEEPLY, AS 
THE WRITER 


I KNOW IT LOOKS TO 
THE OUTSIDE WORLD LIKE 
WE DO NOTHING BUT BICKER 
AND SNIPE AT EACH OTHER-- 


» PLENTY OF THAT. 


BUT, IF YOU LEARN 
NOTHING ELSE, KNOW 
TH/S: EVEN AFTER 
ALL THIS TIME, HE'S 
EVERY ADVENTURE 
I EVER WANT TO 
BE ON. 


PRETTY 
SPEECH, BEAUTY, 
BUT TWO THINGS 

YOU MIGHT 
CONSIDER. 


THERE'S AN 
IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE 
THAT YOU MIGHT WANT TO 
TAKE OUT AND EXAMINE 
SOMEDAY. 


AND TRUTH IGWEDO Yj 


ANYONE WHO'S 
BEEN MARRIED FOR A 


TO EACH OTHER, AND WE'VE BEEN 
AT IT FOR CENTURIES. 


BUT THERE'S 
AN UNSHAKABLE 
BEDROCK OF TRUST 
AND LOYALTY UNDER- 
NEATH ALL THAT-- 
AND WHO 
KNOWS2 


MAYBE 
THAT'S WHY WE 
CAN SAFELY CRAB 
AT EACH OTHER 
THE WAY WE 
DO. 


AND 
I WOULDN'T 
JEOPARDIZE My 
MARRIAGE NO MATTER 
WHAT PASSING STATE 
OF RANDINESS YOU'VE 
CAUGHT ME 
IN. 


FIRST, 

NO ONE THINKS 
YOUR HUSBAND AND 
YOU BICKER AT EACH 
OTHER ALL THE TIME. 

EVERYONE THINKS 
YOU DO IT TO HIM 
ALL THE TIME. 


SECOND, 

YOU CAN'T EASILY 
DISMISS WHAT NEARLY 
HAPPENED HERE AS AN 
EFFECT OF SOME SORT 


TION POWERS I 
HAVE. 


TAKE SOME V You RETURNED \ I'M WRONG 
RESPONSIBILITY MY KISS WITH ABOUT MANY 
FOR YOUR OWN A HUNGER I THINGS IN THIS 
ACTIONS--OR DON'T EVER LONG LIFE, BUT 
REACTIONS , MISTAKE INA NEVER THAT. 


q 
MR. MAYOR, I WON'T WS y; 
; TELL MY HUSBAND ABOUT THIS ( 
INCIDENT, BECAUSE IT WOULD ONLY HURT 
HIM TO KNOW OF IT. SO WE'RE BOTH VA 


| GOING TO FORGET IT EVER HAPPENED. 


BUT IF YOU EVER N I'LL CONTINUE WORKING 
TOUCH ME AGAIN, I HERE--FOR NOW. BUT DON'T EVER 
WILL TELL HIM, AND EXPECT TO FIND YOURSELF ALONE 

YOU WON'T LIKE , WITH ME AGAIN-- 
THE RESULT. 
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--IN 
THIS OR ANY 


I SUGGEST 
YOU GO HOME AND 
BATHE AND GET A 

FULL NIGHT'S 


I THINK IT'S 
BESTIFWE BOTH N 
AGREE THIS INCIDENT 
WAS AN UNFORTUNATE By- 


PRODUCT OF TOO MANY 
x DAYS' STRESS AND 


Ry EXHAUSTION. 
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ar 144 oo 
MY SOMNAMBUL ANT 
EN BRIDGE TROLL. 


THE FIRST, ADVENTURE AND 
INTRIGUE AWAIT. 


fe 


FZD 
ZA 
IF IT'S ANYTHING LIKE 


—-O—, 


Liz» 


/ THEY ARE A MOST PERPLEXING \ = 
PEOPLE, SIRRAH. MORE IMIPOVER~ 
PS ISHED, I SURMISE, THAN THEY 
HOPE TO LET ON. 


THEIR BUILDINGS 
ARE SHABBY, THEY SEND 
A YANITOR TO GREET US, 
AND THEY CAN'T EVEN 


Er Ym, 
arnt 
Alka _ 


os 


THEIR CENTRAL 
HW) RESIDENCE. 


O PRINCE OF SEO aa i \— YES, WE aay ie gio aera BUT 


AND KING OF MERCHANTS, I ADVIS 
INVASION OF THESE UNWASHED AND UNDER~ 
EDUCATED WESTERN FABLES. 


RTIAL ALS IN THE WAY 


ew ee GENTLE~ OF COURSE NOT, 


GREAT KING OF SONG 
ND STORY. 


THE BLESSING OF 
ALLAH ON THIS HOUSE AND 
ALL WHO DWELL W 
1 tRUst IVE NOT 
ARRIVED TOO 
b> EARLY? 


QUERED. TA 
< POSSIBLE BETWE EN. SUBDUER AND 7 


WELL SEE, 
NOBLE YUSUF. 
WELL SEE. 


ONQUEROR JOINS 
STING PEACE IS ONLY 


/ 
FINE, THEN SHALL WE 
PROCEED? THE MAYOR 
OF FABLETOWN WILL 
RECEIVE US 


y THESE ARE MUCH BETTER RESIDENCES \Y 
y | THAN THE ONES WE WERE ASSIGNED. WHY 


WEREN'T WE PLACED HERE? 


j BECAUSE THIS IS WHERE THE MAYOR LIVES. 
AND WE DON’T DISPLACE THE NIAYOR, Ni 


ae 
— “Se 
ENTLEMEN, 
SHALL WE GET 
STARTED? 


A BLESSING ON YOUR 
LIVES, AND INVITED 
US TO SIT. 


Wiz ee [EN | g 
A|| MORNING, ae NO ONE 
gs Ladle KILLED SO FAR 
THINGS WORKING OUT R 
WITH THE ARAB Sal st ta Bloke 
HM als SOMETHING FOR THE 
- PLUS COLUMN, 


oan D YW) 
I COME 
BEARING G/FTS, 
SHERIFF. | 


— Vy 


THINGS 
AND LO, T YOU WERE 
PRONOUNCE THEM TO DO. ERRANDS 
MUFFINS! 


4) UP AND OUT OF 
MORNING, IA THE APARTMENT TO RUN. WORLDS 


SWEETIE. ; EARLY THIS TO CONQUER. 
, MORNING. 
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I'VE GOT I'M SORRY FOR 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT NAGGING YOU AS OFTEN 
TO SAY, CHUM, SO WIPE AS I DO, YOU SHOULDN'T 
THE CRUMBS OFF YOUR HAVE TO BE MARRIED 
TO A SHREW. 


AREN'T 
YOU THE 
CHIPPER ONE 
TODAY? 


SHHHH. 
MY SOLILOQUY, REALIZE I'M STILL CRAZY ‘ GOOD. SO, 
HANDSOME. | MAP ABOUT YOU AND ALWAYS HOW'RE THINGS GOING 
WILL BE--LOONIER THAN A UPSTAIRS? ANY NEW CRISIS 


CANADIAN DOLLAR. : WITH THE ARABS? 


( | NO MORE 
; DEATH THREATS 
A, {| SINCE LAST NIGHT--AT 
LEAST NONE THEY'VE 
CALLED TO MY 
ATTENTION, 


YOU KNOW, I'VE 
BEEN THINKING. WE'RE 
NEVER GOING TO MEASURE 
UP TO THE WAY SNOW AND 
BIGBY RAN THINGS, SO 
MAYBE WE SHOULD 
QUIT TRYIN C| 


AYBE 
INSTEAD WE SHOULD 
TRY TO FIND OUT HOW BEAUTY 
AND HER BEAST CAN 
RUN THINGS. 


: BUT CULTURES 
ALIEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
sae ONLY PROSPER TOGETHER 
EN BOTH SIDES RESPECT 
OTHE Custos OF OF THE 


AS TO q 
THE MATTER OF NG 
OUR ee LET ME 
HASTEN TO REMIND )} 
YOUR PRINCE THAT /] 
YOUR WAYS NIRY ff } 
NOT BE OUR 
> WAYS. 


r Wp wy HONORED 
NMIAYOR (NIAY ALLAH PROMISES 
BLESS HINT WITH SONS TO RESPECT YOUR 
a IN TRY We nbeane “ E 


NIZE ae RESPECT 
EACH ae 


fo actly RN ’ 


HE T S YOULL ‘ 
RESPECT Ouk VENERABLE } 
Mee ie pave 8 We 


I ——_ 
GEOUS! 


Fp 


¥ OF COURSE, 
GOOD KING, OF 
COURSE. 


> 
: eS TELL ME, 
DO YOU HAPPEN TO 
PLAY CHESS? 


THANK YOU, 
NOBLE SINBAD. BUT 
DM MERELY PASSING 
J ALONG THE INSTRUCTIONS 
$\ OF MY MAYOR. HE'S MY 
MASTER IN THESE 
AFFAIRS. 


D'JINN2 


1S THAT SOME-\ 


THING LIKE A 


EACH OF ye 
MY DETECTION @ 


A POSITIVE 
IDENTIFICATION, , 
SHERIFF _, 


ARABIAN ENVOYS 
DEFINITELY BROUGHT ] 
A B“TINN WITH 
THEM. 


LIKE A GENII, MR. 
BEAST. "GENII” IS 


BAP CAN THAT BE, 
FRAU TOTENKINDER? 
THEY JUST GRANT 


WISHES, 
RIGHT? 


"YES, THAT'S RIGHT. THEY 
GRANT WISHES. ANY WISHES. 
B LET'S SAY I HAD ONE AND 
WISHED FOR FABLETOWN TO 
BE DESTROYED--OR NEW 
YORK--OR AMERICA. ” 
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CREATURES OF ALMOST 
PURE MAGIC--CLOSE TO 
97 PERCENT. 


. ; 8 |W SZ 
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ff 


“EVEN YOUR AVERAGE | 
ELDER GOD IS BARELY [| 
A FIFTY-FIFTY MIXTURE 
OF MAGIC AND MUNDANE 
MATERIAL. 


"AND THEY'RE WILD THINGS, 


Ed 
e f WITH NO SENSE OF GOOD 
AND EVIL. 
4 


. 
3 


9) WF A D‘TINN WERE To BE 
NU] SET FREE--UNFETTERED } 
FROM HIS GEAS TO PER- c > 


FORM THREE WISHES-- | 
Mm WELL, LET'S JUST SAY aa 
ee B THAT MORE THAN OVE 
WORLD HAS DIED DUE | 
m é fg TO THEIR ANTICS.” 
« @ hn» 


“IN ANCIENT TIMES, 
WHEN SULYMON THE 
WISE DETERMINED 


TO RID THE WORLD OF § 


D'JINNS, HE TRICKED 
THEM INTO ENTERING 
THE CAPTURE 

BOTTLES. 


IF YOU'RE 


50 ALL-POWERFUL, \g 
HOW IS IT I DOUBT YOU se 
CAN ESCAPE EVENA Ex 


SIMPLE OBJECT 


SS, 

“BUT THE BOTTLES WERE 

ACTUALLY SOPHISTICATED 
ia@a| CATEWAYS, EACH TO ITS 

OWN POCKET UNIVERSE, 

CRAFTED BY DAEDALUS, 

THE GREATEST SORCERER- 

SCIENTIST OF THAT AGE.” 


—w ' 


WE DON'T. % 
WE CAN'T KILL THEM, 
OR FORCE THEM, OR 
CHALLENGE THEM 
DIRECTLY. 


AT BEST 
WE CAN 7R/CK THEM, 
BUT THEY'RE WARY ABOUT 
THAT SINCE TRICKERY WAS 
USED TO TRAP THEM IN 
THEIR PRESENT 
PREDICAMENT. 


( 
Mt \ 


--OH 


HERE'S ANOLD Yel 
PORCELAIN BOTTLE, 
NOW EMPTY OF ITS 


TINCTURES. 


~) 
~ e'LL 
Se FINALLY Put 


AND THEN, IF 
THEY'RE DISCOVERED 
AND FREED, THEY'LL HAVE 
TO PERFORM THREE TASKS 
FOR WHOEVER RE- 
LEASES THEM. 


EIR POWERS TO 
ONS TRUCTIVE 
USE. 


AS 
LONG AS THE 
THIRD WISH IS ALWAYS 
USED TO FORCE IT BACK INTO TLL 
THE BOTTLE, THE CYCLE WILL Jf SPREAD THE 
CONTINUE ANP THEY'LL WORD. 
NEVER TROUBLE US 


_ A FEW TIMES 
AND NO AND THEY WERE ALWAYS USED ONE OF 

ONE HAS EVER TERRIBLE THEIR OWN WISHES To 
FAILED TO FORCE DAYS. COMMAND A THRALLED 
D'JINN TO KILL THE 
INTO ITS BOTTLE UNFETTERED 
. WITH THE THIRD 

WISH? 


/ ONE D'JINN CAN \\] 
USUALLY DESTROY 
ANOTHER AT THE 
COST OF ITS OWN 
EXISTENCE. 


= We 

=e 
WN =~ 
NO. THOSE FEW \ & LL 
THAT STILL EXIST Aaitiie 


/T2 WE'RE SCREWED? 


., \ Sg BOY. 
x) 


50 THAT’S WHAT \ 
WE NEED To DO? 
FIND ANOTHER 


, 

I 
\. DIJINN TO KILL £] 
\ 7H/S ONE? 
- 


// SINCE I CAN'T ATTACK THE FP ine 
D‘JINN DIRECTLY LET ME PONDER ai esi 
\ WHAT I CAN DO TO THOSE WHO . Z 
MIGHT RELEASE ONE. 


YOU'RE SUCH 
! A WELL-MANNERED BOY. 
WON'T TAKE NOT LIKE THAT WOLF AND HIS 
UP ANY MORE we 


TOTENKINDER, 


YOU'LL KEEP ME 
INFORMED? 


THE 
CENTRAL IDEA, 
BEHIND THIS 
LOWEST SLAVE TO TH 
MOST EXALTED 
~SATRAP. 


P you N/ PLAYING 


f SHOULD SEE 
THE WAY HE WITH THE ONE, OR 


SWINTMING WITH PER NIAN 
Ym THE OTHER. ay S 


YOU'RE 
IN CHECK, 
SINBAD. 


N ENGLISH, 
COLE. ENGL/SH. T 
MUST LEARN TO SPEAK 
YOUR STRANGE TONGUE 
IF PROGRESS IS 
MAKING. 


INTHIS ‘J 
AME ONLY, F 


= 7. NEVER \N 
V’CHESS EVERY DAY~ VISITING HIS \ 


HAREM, AS A, } 
PROPER WAN | I FEAR 
HOULD. VE 


HE FARM. FABLE- 
TOWN'S ANNEX IN 
UPSTATE NEW YORK. THE THAN| NY NA 
WOODS ARE y 
FOR RUNNING! i} 
THE TOWN |S J i 


HOW 
of MANY TIMES is HUMAN FORMS : 
@ Do you Kips = FOR WALK: | THis INSTANT, YOU J) 
= HAVE TO BE j SS ~ DELINQUENTS! (| 


WE'RE 
SORRY, AUNTIE 
ROSE. 


THAT'S HER \ LEAVE YOUR & 


VOICE! 


WHAT WAS 
THAT COMMOTION 
OUT THERE? ARE My 
MONSTERS BEING 
MONSTROUS 

AGAIN? 


NO, JUST 
KIDS ACTING 
LIKE KIDS. 


THEY MAY 
BE MY GRANDCUBS, 


> = 
DISCUSSING FRAU TOTENKINDER Zz SO WHAT CAN WE DO? 
THE ARAB FABLE THINKS THAT'S AN SNOW, DIDN'T YOU HAVE SOME- 
PROBLEM-- AGGRESSIVE ACT, THING TO DO WITH TALKING TO 
LIKE DIPLOMATS THE ARABIAN FABLES, BACK 
BRINGING A SUIT- IN THE EARLY DAYS? 


CASE NUKE 


TO AU.N 
; THE THINGS 
MEETING. YOU DON'T KNOW 


ABOUT OUR HISTORY }= 
ALARMS ME, ROSE (By 
RED. - Q| 


THEY BROUGHT A 
D‘TINN WITH J | 
THEM. 


A 


| DOESN'T 
MATTER. 


ps 
UNDERSTAND YOUR 
METAPHOR, BUT 
THEIR ACTIONS CAN } 
BE INTERPRETED AS 
AN ACT OF WAR. ! 


I'M NOT IN 
GOVERNMENT ANY- 
MORE, AND I DON'T } 

TALK 10 THOSE weuare 
: JUST BEGINNING 
TO DISCUSS WHAT 
MR. NORTH MIGHT 

DO AGAINST A 
DIJINN. 


QUITE A 
GOING TO DRAG LOT, T IMAGINE. 
IT OUT OF YOU HE'S en 


REALLY? 
YOU'RE THAT 
POWERFUL? 


1 


YOU'RE 
THAT POWER- 
FUL? 


WAIT 
A MINUTE! ARE 
YOU TELLING US 
YOU CAN-- 


FINALLY CATCHING 
\ ON? BETTER LATE 
THAN NEVER. 


DIDN'T YOU HELP 
WHEN WE NEEDED 


WE ARE RELATED 
CREATURES--BUT \ 
DISTANTLY. WHAT I } 
AM IS THE NORTH | 

WIND INAZZITS | 
\ MANIFESTA- / 
\ TIONS. o 


“IT'S BEEN 


/ SOME LONG AGES \\| 
SINCE I DID BATTLE 


WITH A D‘JINN. I'VE 
MISSED HAVING 


\ SUCH CHALLENGES /| 


N MY LIFE 


WHY ‘| 
DIDN'T YOU STOP 


THE ADVERSARY 
WHEN HE STARTED 


CONQUERING 
EVERYTHING? 


WHY WOULD I? GOVERN- S 

MENTS COME AND GO, I'VE SEE 
EMPIRES RISE AND FALL AND 
DISAPPEAR INTO THE DUST 


BUT YOU'RE 
TO BE FORGOTTEN. 


CALM DOWN, 
HERE NOW, ROSE. YOU'LL BUST 
HELPING SOMETHING. 
us! 
I'M APART FROM ~ 
SUCH CONSIDERATIONS. 
THE ADVERSARY'S MINIONS 
KNOW TO LEAVE ME ALONE, 
AND THAT IS ENOUGH. 


. NORTH, 
YOU'RE SAYING YOU'D 
THIS IS 

DIFFERENT. 


BE WILLING TO FIGHT THIS 
E 
FAMILY. 


D'JINN? YOU COULD 
ULL IT? 


THEM THE REST, MR. 
NORTH. TELL THEM J 
THE COS 


oF ee | 


WW OTHE FABLETOWN 
HORITIES ARE RIGHT. 
TO FREE MY THIS IS A WORLD OF NEW 


SLAVES. BEGINNINGS. A 
a as — 
[a 


C 
ry 


EANWHILE.., 


hy 
i | 
! an 
aj 
YUSUF, _ 
PVE COME TO A 
DECISION. 4] 
' 
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pot 


/ DRAW UP THE PROPER PP rie. MZ SINBAD IS 
DOCUMENTS, WILL ~ Wl By OBviousLy 
yOu? DM LATE FOR MY A CAN : TRANSFIXED 
EVENING SWIM. BY WESTERN 


2 tame 

, SO MY 

eS d 
At a e 
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ge 


| 
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SH IS 
WILL FLY BACK TO BAGHDAD 
ND DESTROY ALL LEADERS 
F THE ARABIAN DIASPORA, 
UNTIL I AM THE HIGHEST~ 
RANKING MINISTER 
ANIONG THE 
EFUGEES. 
MY SECOND 
WISH IS THUS: YOU WILL 
RETURN HERE AND SLAY SINBAD, 
PRINCE CHARMING, KING COLE MY THIRD 
H OSE WISH IS THUS: YOU 


WILL INCREASE ME IN 
F RICHES AND WOMEN AND e. 


| IN PERSONAL SORCERIES | ye) 
UNTIL IAN SATISFIED 
0 AND COMMAND THAT A 
\ IAM SATED. 
RE 
you CeRt 
a 


WANT DONE 
MASTER 


AIN 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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